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THE DANE DIGEST 
A Message From The President 
Welcome to this very first edition of The Dane Digest! We hope you will find it helpful, informative and maybe even make you smile!  
Most importantly, we hope this tool will help us find fur-ever homes for more Danes!   Please share it with friends, family and co-
workers!   Please help us spread the word on this wonderful breed, this gentle giant! 
 
For those of you that are new to us, we have been around since 2008.  We have adopted out and saved over 870 Danes to date!  
With your continued help, support and love, we will be able to grow this number!  We currently have about 30 Danes needing a 
home, as well as 8 special needs puppies that came to us from Alabama.    
 
We are in dire need of FOSTER HOMES!  If you or anyone you know might be interested, please have them reach out to Brenda 
Ehnot, 724-388-2865.  We truly need the help to continue our efforts!  Thank you! 
 
Now, please do enjoy this inaugural newsletter issue! 
 
Jean Matvey, President 

            
Please meet…TUTT! 
The only Dane with frequent flyer miles AND his own passport!   
 
Tutt was saved from the streets of Egypt (yes the Middle East)!   PA GDR stepped up and took him in from a rescue that got him flown over to 
the U.S. recently as dogs are not treated kindly in that part of the world.  So…It’s now apple pie and hot dogs for this wonderful  little guy! 
He is approximately 3 years old and is most likely a Dane-lab mix.   So far Tutt appears to be good with kids and dogs of all sizes; and he even 
seems to like cats.  He is a sweet boy who loves attention.  He is crate trained and working on learning his commands in English and doing well 
with that.  He had to come all the way to the USA to find a fur-ever home…we need to show him that America is the greatest place to be! 
 
If interested in Tutt being your fur-ever friend, please do contact Jean Matvey and/or keep checking the website for updates on this handsome 
Dane’s progress! 

   

DON’T FORGET TO CHECK THE WEBSITE FOR 

UPCOMING EVENTS AND TO SEE ALL 

AVAILABLE DANES! 

http://pennsylvania-dane-rescue.org 
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Beat The Heat Of Indian Summer!  
 
This is an “oldie but a goodie”…and easy too…give it a try -  It’ll help your Dane beat the heat this month!    
(Disclaimer:  Do not use if your Dane has food allergies, stomach issues, etc.  Perhaps check with your vet first.) 
 

- Ingredients:    Vanilla low fat yogurt, creamy peanut butter 
- Supplies:        Ice cube tray or small plastic container* 
- Directions:      Melt peanut butter in your microwave 

Add it to the yogurt and mix 
Pour it into the ice cube tray or plastic container and freeze  
When hardened, watch your Dane enjoy! 
(*We personally prefer the container as we take it outside to the yard to be enjoyed.) 
  

   
 

COOPER’s CORNER  
This section will be random thoughts of recent 1st time Dane adopters - we hope you enjoy!      
Never Give Up! is what we’re thinking for both the Danes currently up for adoption and us as “humans.”   Cooper is an older black 
Dane mix who spent time in 3 states for about 13 months before he found his fur-ever home with us this past spring via fostering with 
the Matveys!  Time passed and the shelters didn’t give up on him…more time passed and the Matveys didn’t give up on him…and 
now he’s our wonderful furry friend!   
 
Cooper never gave up either – he just kept patiently waiting for someone (he started out as a stray in KY)!  Cooper could be mad at 
the world for all he’s been through but by not giving up, he’s waggy tail 24/7 and so very sweet and friendly!  Our friends and family 
have all fallen in love with him – we say it’s “The Cooper Charm” that grabs their hearts! 
 
Now, make no mistake  he’s had a lot to learn and we’ve had some “moments” at home in these last few months as you can 
imagine, but we won’t give up either!  We just keep working with Coop day in day out…He now has some great manners, knows to 
wait his turn to meet another pooch, can shake paw and so much more!  We won’t give up on “The Coop’s” training at home because 
that’s what he deserves.  So, if your recently adopted Dane needs to learn something – don’t give up!  repeat – repeat – repeat and 
they will come along.  Use the positive training approach/use the treat reward system and you, too, will be glad you never gave up!  
Trust us… 
   
If you look up the word JOY in the dictionary…you will see a picture of our Cooper!  So…thank you to the KY and WV 
shelters…thank you Matveys…thank you to ALL of the Dane volunteers and foster families!  Because none of you ever gave up, 
we were able to find and adopt our great new family member!   
 
Vicki & Jim, South Park 
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AVAILABLE FOR ADOPTION:  OUR FEATURED DANE   
 
Have you met…SETH! 
Look at this handsome, fun and patient boy who has been waiting a long time for his fur-ever home as he’s been with PA GDR for at 
least one year already, if not longer.  He came to us as a stray brought in through a shelter up north. He is a very high energy dog. 
He would do really well with a young couple that goes camping and does outdoor activities.   Seth is good at crate training but needs 
help with walking on his leash because he will pull.  
 
He is very loving, however, he should be the only dog in a home or needs some time for introductions to another dog.   He is very 
playful and enjoys soccer, though he cheats by picking up the ball in his mouth.  *Turn ons are long walks and hikes thru the woods, 
camping, playing ball.   *Turn offs are cats, small kids. 
 

   

TRAINING TIPS:  Three “No No’s” of Pet Communication  

As seen at:  http://www.barkbusters.com/dog-training-tips-three-no-nos-of-pet-communication / Bark Busters Home Dog Training 
 
Never Be Violent 

Let's start with the obvious one, which is inflicting pain, or using physical violence. Dogs, like humans, will make mistakes, 
and don't deserve to suffer pain as a consequence. 

Even if you don't actually hit your dog, but alpha roll, or pin him down, you are teaching him bad habits which he may try to 
replicate with other dogs and/or even children, thus getting him into even more trouble. Some people are physical with their dogs and 
then wonder why they are aggressive. 

Or say your dog has an accident in the house. Your first instinct is to rub his nose in it. Unfortunately, the only thing your dog 
will learn from that is to fear you. You don't want your dog to fear you - you want him to respect you. 

A dog learns nothing from being struck, and all that you are achieving is a venting of YOUR frustration and anger.  
The other two things you shouldn't do are far less obvious, but nonetheless essential if you want to end up with an obedient, sweet-
natured dog that understands you. The techniques can be difficult because they tend to fly in the face of human nature. 
 

If you are interested in meeting/adopting 

Seth and giving him the chance he 

deserves, please contact Jean Matvey.   
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Use His Name Appropriately  
If you are a parent, you may be used to correcting one or other of the kids by yelling at them - "Jimmy, stop that right now!" In 

the case of the child, Jimmy knows you are angry with him, as he has been identified by his name; however, with a dog, using their 
name has the opposite effect, as it actually adrenalizes the dog. So when Rover's owner yells, "Rover, shut up!" - Rover keeps on 
barking . . . longer and louder. Ironically, he is doing so in a misguided effort to try and please his owner! 
 
Use Eye Contact Appropriately 

The final technique governs the use of eye contact. If you study packs of wild dogs, you will see repeated instances of when 
eye contact is either withdrawn or avoided. Again, the rule here is the antithesis of human behavior. 

Just imagine your 14-year old son "borrowed" your car one day, and drove all the way to Miami and back, thus committing a 
dangerous felony, possibly resulting in (at best) prosecution, and possibly a life-threatening accident. When making your point to the 
teenager that this must never, ever, happen again, and explaining the consequences of his misbehavior, the natural tendency would 
be for you to be making full-on eye contact just to emphasize how deadly serious you were about the whole episode. 

However, if your dog misbehaves, you will simply undermine your correction by maintaining eye contact. Your dog doesn't 
understand English, so he interprets your lecture as simply "Okay, I guess I've done something wrong, but I know you love me 
anyway!" Therefore, if your dog is misbehaving, you should immediately withdraw eye contact after verbally correcting him, and that 
way he will really understand your displeasure. 

Finally, a word or two of advice about praising your dog, and most dogs love this from an owner to whom they are bonded. 
Here, by all means, DO involve both their name and eye-contact, and if you have lowered your body posture to deliver this praise, 
then he is absolutely sure he is being congratulated, rather than corrected. Praise delivered in this fashion is far more appreciated by 
Rover than any treat on the planet. 
(PA GDR reminds you…Don’t forget to Praise-Praise-Praise when your pup does what you’ve asked and/or what you expect!) 
 

   

KEEPING YOUR DANE HEALTY:  BLOAT                      As seen at:   www.petmd.com … “Vet Authored / Vet Approved”   

When a dog’s stomach fills with gas, it bloats. The expansion of the stomach puts pressure on the diaphragm, which in turn makes it 
hard for the dog to breathe. The stomach will also twist, causing terrible shock and rapid death. Therefore, bloating should always be 
treated as a dire emergency.   
  
What To Watch For 
Bloating can happen to any breed of dog at any age. However, large breeds with deep chests, like Great Danes or the large Setters, 
are more likely to suffer from this type of emergency. In certain instances, bloating is noted when the dog exercises immediately after 
eating. The most obvious symptom is, of course, an enlarged abdomen. You may also observe labored breathing, excessive 
drooling, vomiting, a weak pulse, and paleness in the nose and mouth. 
  
Primary Cause 
Although there are environmental and genetic factors that remain unknown, the chances of bloating are increased by eating too fast, 
overeating and excessive drinking. Allowing a dog to exercise or especially roll shortly after a meal can also cause problems. 
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Immediate Care 
Take the dog to a vet right away. There, your dog will be stabilized and likely undergo gastric decompression. Depending on the 
circumstances, you may need to treat the dog for shock on your way to the emergency hospital. 
 Prevention 
Providing the dog normal-sized food portions and allowing her time to digest after a meal can help prevent occurrences of bloating, at 
all ages. Some veterinarians will recommend that breeds more commonly affected with bloating undergo gastropexy, a surgical 
procedure in which the stomach is attached to the body wall to prevent it from shifting or twisting. 
(PA GDR reminds you:  A raised food station is also an excellent way to combat bloat to begin with.)  
 

   
 

THE LOVE OF A MATURE FURRY FRIEND   
PA GDR would like to remind everyone:  The odds for an older Dane to be adopted are not good.  Many people want puppies; many 
people want their companion to be around for a long time.    We know how very hard it is to suffer a loss.  But, please consider this:  
maybe the love of a calm, older friend is just what you need – they are so special, they so deserve to have their own family!  They 
WILL let you know that YOU are loved because these mature Danes will know what YOU have done for them.  They just will! 
 
As posted on the internet in 2010 by ANN-MARIE FLEMING…here are 5 reasons why you should adopt an aging dog: 

1) Wisdom comes with the territory. 
2) A senior dog knows who they are. 
3) They take time to smell the roses. 
4) Because most people just won’t. 
5) Your heart will thank you. 

To read this wonderful article in its entirety, please see:  http://www.sheknows.com/pets-and-animals/articles/815206/top-5-reasons-
you-should-adopt-an-older-dog-1 
 

       
Hi!  I’m Lilly and I’m 8 years old, a Mastiff/Dane mix and   Greetings from Liv!  She is also 8 years old, a pure Dane and 
I’d love to go to a nice quiet home!  I will be devoted to you!                    is very lovable!  Got room for her in your home and your heart? 
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COMIC RELIEF        

  
 
COMING SOON….”PAWS-ITIVELY DANES!”  Please share your success story to help all of us learn and grow!  Perhaps  
you found a great way to help your Dane through storm anxiety or maybe your Dane doesn’t do well riding in a car and you have a 
“trick” to share with us or perhaps you found a great method of getting your Dane to walk nicely on a leash, etc.  By sharing within 
our community, we can all learn something new…because…you CAN teach a dog a new trick!  Please include a picture of your Dane 
as well and send to vickivm79@hotmail.com! 

 

Let’s “PACK THE PANTRY!”  
We are in need of the following supplies if you would please check around your own home and with your friends/family, it would be 
appreciated!  If you have items to donate, please contact Brenda Ehnot, 724-388-2865.  

- Blankets 
- Dog food 
- Cleaning supplies 
- Paper towels 
- Leashes, collars or coats that you may not be using any longer for our fosters to use while awaiting their fur-ever home. 
- Gently used toys for our fosters to play with.  

 

What is the caption of this photo?? 
a. Wow, Cooper’s leash training is going soooo 

well!  (never give up!) 
b. Cooper says…THIS way to the park! 
c. Looks like Cooper is training Vicki! 

Do you have a funny pic to share with us for an 

upcoming newsletter?  If so, please send to 

vickivm79@hotmail.com 
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“DANE-KA SHANE!” 

In this section we would like to acknowledge and thank all of those for helping our Danes!     
- Our Foster Families! 
- Our Adopting Families! 
- Joyce, Melissa and Laura…Cooper’s friends and dog lovers for assisting with this inaugural newsletter! 

Is there a member in our Dane community who has gone “above and beyond” that you feel should be recognized? Is there a vendor 
or a local store that has helped out with pet supplies?  Please let us know by emailing vickivm79@hotmail.com so they can be 
considered for inclusion in a future newsletter.   
 

 
 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN HELPING WITH A FUTURE ISSUE OF THE DANE DIGEST? 
WE WOULD APPRECIATE IT!   PLEASE CONTACT vickivm79@hotmail.com – THANK YOU! 
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